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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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42 

ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 /018W 

079616 

R030155Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9193 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

UNCLAS SEOUL 2197 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, KS 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL TRADE OPPORTUNITY: KOREA FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION SEEKS U.S. CATALOGS AND PRICE LISTS FOR 
FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 

1. KOREA FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (KFPA) SEEKS BROCHURES, 
CATALOGS, AND PRICE LISTS FROM REPUTABLE U.S. MANUFACTURERS 
OF FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS INCLUDING: 

SIC CODES DESCRIPTIONS 

3569961 SPRINKLERS 

3662347 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 

3711321 FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLES 

39991 XX EXTINGUISHERS 

2. KFPA WILL USE ABOVE MATERIALS IN PERFORMING ITS FUNCTIONS 
INCLUDING SAFETY INSPECTION OF FIRE FIGHTING AND FIRE PROTECTION 
EQUIPMENT; SAFETY INSPECTIONS OF BUILDINGS OF FOUR STORIES OR 
MORE; ASSESSMENT OF PREMIUM RATES OF TO REFLECT FIRE PROTECTION 
EQUIPMENT INSTALLED IN BUILDINGS; AND SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS 
FOR FIRE PROTECTION TO RELEVANT AGENCIES. 
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3. OTHER FUNCTIONS OF KFPA INCLUDE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION 
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OF MANUFACTURING PLANTS OF ABOVE EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS; PROCURE- 
MENT OF SAME ITEMS ON BEHALF OF APPROPRIATE AGENCIES; AND 
FINANCING SUCH PROCUREMENT. 

4. KFPA WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1973 AS PROVIDED BY THE LAW ON 
INDEMINITY FOR FIRE ANF FIRE INSURANCE. IT HAS 400 EMPLOYEES 
AND 13 BRANCH OFFICES. IT IS SUPPORTED BY FUNDS GENERATED 
THROUGH FIRE INSURANCE PREMIUM AS PROVIDED BY ABOVE LAW. FIRE 
INSURANCE FIRMS CONTRIBUTE 20 PER CENT OF PREMIUMS COLLECTED ON 
INSURANCE CONTRACTS WRITTEN THROUGH BANK POOL SYSTEM TO KFPA. 
ANNUAL INCOME IN 1975 FROM THIS SOURCE PROJECTED AT $4 MILLION. 

5. INTERESTED U.S. FIRMS SHOULD CORRESPOND DIRECTLY WITH 
MR. IM-KEUN OH, PRESIDENT, KOREA FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION, 

JABO BLDG., 21-9 CHO-DONG, CHUNG-KU. SEOUL, 100, KOREA, FOR ATTN: 

MR. LEE, SUNG IH, TECHNICAL RESEARCH DEPT. 

6. SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION OF THIS MESSAGE: 

AUTOMATIC FIRE ALARM ASSOCIATION 
1271 VIRGINIA AVE., 

MOUNTAINSIDE, N.J. 07092 

NATIONAL AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER AND FIRE CONTROL 
ASSOCIATION 
2 HOLLAND AVE., 

WHITE PLAINS. N.Y. 10603 

FIRE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
604 DAVIS. BOX 1406 
EVANSTON, ILL. 60204 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTORS 
1 1 1 E. WACKER DR., 

CHICAGO, ILL. 60601 

7. POST COMMENTS: THIS APPEARS TO BE A GOOD CHANCE FOR U.S. 
MANUFACTURERS TO PENETRATE INTO POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT MARKET 
IN KOREA FOR SOPHISTICATED FIRE FIGHTING AND PROTECTION EQUIP- 
MENT AND SYSTEM FOR TALL BUILDINGS AND INDUSTRIAL PLANTS. 
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FIRE PREVENTION HAS BECOME SERIOUS ISSUE IN KOREA IN THE WAKE 
OF RECENT FIRES. 

ERICSON 
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